The Emperor's Daughter Engaged

Berlin, i$th February, 1913,

Here we have a great event, the betrothal of the Emperor's
daughter to the Cumberland Prince which we thought a
few days ago had been broken off. This was not the case
fortunately, and we are celebrating with the engagement of
the young Princess the reconciliation with the family of
Hanover,1 an occasion of the first importance for Germany.

The Emperor is very pleased with his success, the Princess
is very happy and the marriage very popular. As for me
who always dreamed of this alliance as the end of a conflict
which has lasted since 1866, I'm delighted about it.

I have received telegrams from the Emperor, the Empress
and the young fiance'e very warm and friendly in tone and
filled with satisfaction. This morning the engaged couple
made a solemn entry into Berlin. This is an event which
is going to do us good.

I dined last night at the French Embassy where they said
that Prince Hohenlohe had been very coldly received at St.
Petersburg. I told you Francis Joseph hadn't spoken to
Berchtold of the step which he had decided upon and, when
the latter learnt the story of the letter with which he had
had no connection, he immediately resigned. His Sovereign
begged him, to stay to avoid the fuss which this would make
in Europe. The mission wasn't a success for Prince Hohen-
lohe who returned so ill to Vienna that he wasn't able even
to bring the Czar's reply to the Emperor. You will have
seen this in the newspapers and you will have said as I did
that the Austrians are not great diplomats.

As for the war, one knows nothing definite, one can't
discover who has been beaten, each side lies, and one must
wait to learn the truth and draw conclusions.

1 See note on. "The Hanover-Prussian Squabble," pp. 347-8.
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